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6/12/07 Workshop
Suction Dredge Mining
Oeadline: 6/22/07 Noon"Chad Gretzner" <cgretzner@hotmail.com>

<com mentletters@waterboards.ca.gov>
Thu, Jun 14, 2007 11 :24 AM
"Comment Letter -Suction Dredge Mining"

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:
Assembly Bill 1032 should not become a law.

The California Department of Fish and Game (1997) described typical dredging
activities as follows' "An individual suction dredge operation affects a
relatively small portion of a stream or river. A recreational suction
dredger (representing 90-percent of all dredgers) may spend a total of four
to eight hours per day in the water dredging an area of 1 to 10 square
meters. The average number of hours is 5.6 hours per day. The remaining time
is spent working on equipment and processing dredged material. The area or
length of river or streambed worked by a single suction dredger, as compared
to total river length, is relatively small compared to the total available

area."

THE REAL ISSUE

Suction dredges do not add pollution to the aquatic environment. They merely
re -suspend and re-locate the bottom materials (overburden) within the river

or stream.
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